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The Current situation and tasks for preliminary vocational 
education in elementary and secondary schools
Ki-Hong KimㆍIk-Hyun ShinㆍJun-Pil Ok
Since the Asian currency crisis, the importance of preliminary vocational education 
has been more broadly recognised among elementary and secondary schools. Even 
though the National Core Curriculum(designed for one through ten) deals with 
preliminary vocational education to an extent, most schools are having difficulty 
developing and selecting programs and textbooks for preliminary vocational 
education, since there are no guidelines on preliminary vocational education.
Given this context, this research looked at the present situation of, and the tasks 
facing, the preliminary vocational education in elementary and secondary schools.
The purpose of the study was to determine the preliminary vocational education 
required to develop a competent workforce, to define preliminary vocational 
education through extensive document analysis including taking a phenomenological 
approach, and Korean and foreign materials on identifying objectives and content 
elements, as described by researchers and experts. We tried to analyze seven 
textbooks based on the definition derived. It was also concluded that seven textbooks 
included preliminary vocational education, but the analysis of textbooks revealed 
the following problems: ① the absence of a main curriculum for preliminary 
vocational education; ② the lack of contents and objectives for preliminary vocational 
education; ③ the lack of understanding of the meaning of preliminary vocational 
education in the implementation of educational system reforms; and ④ the lack 
of quality control system for preliminary vocational education. It was concluded 
that the National Core Curriculum needs to be revised.
Finally, the Delphi method was applied to reach a consensus on objectives and 
contents of preliminary vocational education among experts comprising of 
representatives from scholars, researcher, school teacher, policy makers etc. This was 
carried out twice to collect ideas on what should form the contents of next curriculum 
to adequately reflect the problems and solutions, the system of supporting policy 
and social changes affecting preliminary vocational education, and strengthen 
preliminary vocational education in elementary and secondary schools.
With the consensus outcome, we identified contents that should be included to 
supplement some items, that is, in character building, construction of curriculum 
policy, education objectives of school-level organizations, and time of subject 
changes. It is necessary not only for school teachers and policy markers to change 
their perception and bring about improvements in preliminary vocational education, 
but also to make practical and positive utilization of educational media, television, 
internet, and materials to strengthen and revitalize preliminary vocational education 
in elementary and secondary education.
Reinvigorating and strengthening the development direction of preliminary 
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vocational education in elementary and secondary education has significant 
meanings.
1) As the first step in preparing for vocation, elementary and secondary education 
was required to upgrade the preliminary vocational education system, which 
would promote educational competition and social compatibility.
2) The aspects concerning school teachers and students, curriculum and 
educational method related to preliminary vocational education should be 
carried out as means to improve profession and quality.
3) The need to strengthen and support the preliminary vocational education 
system, and to change social perception should be realized as means to assure 
the importance of preliminary vocational education in satisfying national 
responsibility, and the needs of individuals and society. 
4) It is necessary to transform curriculum to strengthen preliminary vocational 
education in elementary and secondary education. Items to be reflected in 
reforming the future National Core Curriculum should be premised on systemic 
preliminary vocational education.
To solve the problems of education becoming concentrated on liberal education, 
lowering of quality of preliminary vocational education, and a lack of guidance on 
vocational direction, all of which have resulted from the weakening of assignment 
of role and function of preliminary vocational education in elementary and secondary 
education, the government should devise practical strategies to enhance the 
preliminary vocational education system, improve profession and quality and assure 
the importance of preliminary vocational education.
This study gave consequences to research the current situation and tasks for the 
preliminary vocational education in elementary and secondary school, but it lack 
suggestions for practical plans to be realized in school education. Future research 
should place great emphasis on suggesting plans, and developing programs and 
materials related to preliminary vocational education in elementary and secondary 
education.
